
 

 

Anatomical Pathology Residency Program 

MILESTONES IN HOSPITAL AUTOPSY 

PGY 1 
 

Resident 

Evaluation by 

Faculty: 

 

Overall 

Performance 

compared to 

others at same 

PGY level linked to 

ITER ratings 

Overall 

Performance 

Failed to meet expectation: 

‐ Consistently absent for work 

‐ Consistently negative attitude 

‐  Failure  to  respond   to feedback 

‐ Baseline knowledge and/or 

diagnostic ability significantly 

below expected for level of 

training 

Inconsistently meets expectation: 

- Several unexcused absences during 
rotation 
‐ Clear lack of interest in subject 
matter 
 

‐ Inability to improve despite 
mid‐rotation feedback 
 

‐ Severe deficits in baseline knowledge 

and diagnostic ability 

Consistently meets expectation: 
-Is punctual for work and arrives 
prepared 
‐ Is receptive to feedback and 
consistently pleasant to all 
colleagues 
‐ Shows active desired to improve 
 

‐ At the expected level for baseline 

medical knowledge and diagnostic 

ability 

Sometimes exceeds expectation: 
Substantially contributes to efficient 
team functioning 
 

‐Capable of timely generation of 
complete surgical pathology reports 
 

‐Baseline medical knowledge and 

diagnostic ability greater than 

expected for level of training 

Exceeds expectation: Successfully 

integrates clinicopathologic 

information to generate complete 
and accurate surgical pathology 

reports 

 

Communicates well with both 
pathology and clinical colleagues 
 

Ready to practice surgical pathology 

independently 

 

Primary 

Competency (AP 

Milestone 

Identifier) & Title 

  
 

PGY-1 

Professional   Understand the indications for a hospital autopsy. 
 
Demonstrate familiarity with the EORLA hospital autopsy manual. 
 
Know all the parts of a complete hospital autopsy report (preliminary and final). 
 
Understand the concept of “informed consent” and who can provide consent for a hospital autopsy. 
 



Communicator  Draft a complete adult postmortem examination report with appropriate full description at the gross and microscopic levels, and interpret 
the findings in the context of the clinical history. 
 
Formulate a cogent cause of death statement according to the World Health Organization (WHO) death certificate format. 
 
Present autopsy findings in a concise and relevant manner at rounds. 
 

Collaborator  Complete an appropriate clinical synopsis that summarizes the hospital patient’s medical history, course in hospital and outstanding clinical 
issues (if any), and communicate with clinical staff for clarification if required. 
 

Leader  Understand the structure of the Ontario Forensic Pathology Service (OFPS) and of the Office of the Chief Coroner of Ontario (OCCO) 

Health 
Advocate 

 Recognize the importance of adhering to existing legislation pertaining to human tissue and remains (Coroner’s Act, Human Tissue gift Act, 
Morgue Act and Public Hospital Act). 
 
Apply the principles of Universal Precautions 
 
Demonstrate safe techniques for high-risk autopsies, including viral hepatitis, HIV, tuberculosis and Creutzfeld-Jakob disease. 
 

Scholar  Maintain and enhance professional activities through ongoing learning 



Medical Expert  Perform a systematic review of medical records and the consent form, and appropriately plan the approach to the autopsy. 
 
Successfully eviscerate the internal organs using both the Virchow and the Letulle methods.  
 
Properly separate the organs of the thoraco-abdominal organ block, weigh and dissect the organs 
 
Appropriately sample and block tissues from the major organs. 
 
Recognize normal and abnormal findings at the macro- and microscopic level. 
 
Understand the difference between cause, manner and mechanism of death. 
 
Perform dissections to demonstrate the presence of pneumothorax, pulmonary embolism, deep vein thrombosis and air embolism. 
 
Know the clinical, gross and microscopic findings of common pathologic conditions at autopsy (e.g. ruptured berry aneurysm, infective 
endocarditis, subacute myocardial infarct, diabetic nephropathy, etc.). 
 
Know when it is appropriate to take extra specimens at autopsy (e.g. for bacterial culture or molecular studies), and to do so successfully. 
 
Take good quality macroscopic photographs of autopsy findings when indicated 
 
Demonstrate the ability to make satisfactory clinicopathologic correlations. 

 


